



PRESS RELEASE 



Professional Textile Recycling Pays Off
Texaid Pays Six Million Francs to Aid Organizations


Schattdorf, March 23, 2014 – In 2013, Texaid achieved a record result with exactly 35,004,722 kg. This equates to an increase of 804 tonnes or 2.35 percent compared to the previous year (34,200 tonnes). There was also a record payout to the aid organizations and many local non-profit organizations; they received a total of over six million francs (5.4 million francs in the previous year). So the trust in the collection organization pays off. 

2013 has once again been a good year for the Swiss number one in used clothes collections. Texaid, together with its subsidiary Contex, collected more than 35,000 tonnes of textiles and shoes. The total weight came from over 5,800 containers all across Switzerland and from regular street collections. The collected textiles, which are disposed of for various reasons, are valuable. So valuable that they, among other things, secure 150 jobs at Texaid and the site of the most modern sorting plant worldwide in the Canton of Uri. Furthermore, the professional textile recycling operation allowed for the payout of more than six million francs to the six affiliated aid organizations and local non-profit organizations. The aid organizations received 2.2 million francs and 3.8 million francs went to local Samaritan Societies, Kolping Families and other charities.

115 Million Pieces Still Wearable
Texaid collects nearly 75,000 tonnes in Switzerland and Germany. Two thirds thereof (roughly 50,000 tonnes) are sorted in own plants at home and abroad. About 65 percent of the sorted textiles can be classified as still wearable, which is way above the industry average of 50 percent. This is equal to roughly 32,500 tonnes or about 115 million individual pieces, that find grateful new owners as second-hand goods in economically weak countries. These 115 million T-shirts, jeans, skirts, jackets, coats etc. need not be manufactured anew. This saves valuable resources, namely cotton, water and petroleum. But even unwearable textiles live on at Texaid: damaged cotton and cotton mixture are cut into cleaning rags, unwearable wool clothes become recycled wool or insulation material for the building and engineering industry. Merely five percent have to be properly disposed of as foreign materials and waste.



Continuous Increase in Sustainability
Texaid maintains more than 5,800 textile containers in all regions of Switzerland and regularly conducts its traditional street collections. For this there are 80 Texaid drivers in 60 low-emission vehicles on the road every day. Unnecessary trips are avoided through the use of the company's own logistics software, which constantly optimizes the tours based on empirical values. At the same time the system registers the collected amount for every container. For the transport to the sorting plant in Schattdorf/UR the eco-friendly railroad line is used whenever possible. Texaid CEO Martin Böschen emphasizes the company's basic attitude, that concentrates on sustainability: «If you want to conduct textile recycling seriously and believably, you have to act in an ecologically optimized way in every respect. In this regard Texaid has been exemplary for over 35 years and was also attested an excellent life cycle assessment.»

Charity-Private Partnership
The six founding aid organizations make sure that ecology, sustainability and social responsibility remain alive as principles of Texaid. Together with a private partner they brought the Texaid Textilverwertungs-AG into being in 1978 in order to achieve the best for the people and the environment by professionally recycling our discarded clothes, shoes and home textiles. This business model, in which the aid organizations hold half of the shares and are involved in operational activities, is as unique as it is successful. The best for the environment is achieved through the large amount of reusable clothing, the best for the people is done by the aid organizations through using the payed out money for charitable projects at home and abroad.

Involved in Texaid are the Swiss Red Cross, Caritas Switzerland, Winter Aid Switzerland, Solidar Suisse, Kolping Switzerland, and Swiss Church Aid HEKS.

www.texaid.ch

*) The Life Cycle Assessment can be ordered at pr@texaid.ch free of charge.
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Used textiles — raw materials for new uses
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