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TEXAID with sustainable growth despite global crises:
6.5 Million Francs for the Aid Organizations

Schattdorf, 3 June 2015 – TEXAID Textilverwertungs-AG was able to conclude the fiscal year 2014 successfully and maintained its position as market leader in spite of crises in important sales markets in Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Africa. A collected amount of 35,194 tonnes of goods meant an increase of 190 tonnes or 0.5 percent compared to last year's result (35,004 tonnes). The six affiliated aid organizations and regional non-profit organizations received a substantial payout of roughly 6.5 million francs in total (over 6.0 million francs in the previous year).

2014 has been a patchy year for the Swiss market leader in textile recycling. Although difficult market conditions hampered profit growth, TEXAID was able to achieve significant successes. TEXAID and its subsidiary Contex collected a total of 35,194 tonnes of used clothes, shoes and home textiles in Switzerland, thus increasing the collected amount by 190 tonnes compared to 2013. The used textiles were acquired by utilizing the container network, expanded to 6,000 units, and by conducting street collections all across Switzerland. Through professional and sustainable collecting, sorting and recycling, TEXAID generated about 6.5 million francs for the aid organizations and their grassroots organizations (Samaritan societies and Kolping families). The aid organizations involved in TEXAID received over 2.2 million francs and more than 4.3 million francs were payed out to the numerous local Kolping families, Samaritan societies and other charities.

Sustainability is a central endeavor
Collecting and recycling used textiles is an industry characterized by sustainability. Keeping discarded clothing in the recycling loop as long as possible saves natural resources and reduces the environmental burden – every piece of clothing worn again is one less to be newly produced. Even the recycling of damaged textiles (cleaning rag production or manufacturing of shoddy wool and insulating materials) decreases the consumption of resources. With a reuse or recycling rate of up to 95 percent, TEXAID significantly contributes to environmental protection and resource conservation. By utilizing state-of-the-art techniques to implement finely graduated sorting, the company manages to keep the rate of secondhand clothing at 65 percent, which is well above the industry average.

TEXAID has created its own logistics system in order to maintain the containers in the most eco-friendly manner. The daily routes for the 80 drivers in their 60 low-emission vehicles are being planned using experience and the algorithms of a software program that analyzes recorded empirical data to compute the presumably best time for clearing each container. Supported by GPS, every container is approached using the shortest possible route. TEXAID employs the environment-friendly railway for onward transport, whenever possible.

www.TEXAID.ch

((Box))
TEXAID was founded in 1978 in a partnership between six renowned Swiss aid organizations and an entrepreneur. With its headquarters in the Canton of Uri and branches in Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Morocco, the company ranks among the leading European service providers in the textile recycling sector. The TEXAID group with its approximately 1,000 employees acquires, sorts and recycles just under 75,000 tonnes of used textiles per year. TEXAID Switzerland has an ISO-certified quality management and was awarded the “CO2 neutral” quality seal by Swiss Climate AG. This highest award is only bestowed upon companies with a holistic approach to climate protection.
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