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MEDIA INFORMATION  ((free publication))



Sustainability recognised
TEXAID awarded the climate protection label by Swiss Climate

[bookmark: _GoBack]Schattdorf, 27 April 2015 – TEXAID Textilverwertungs-AG in Schattdorf/UR has received the «CO2 Neutral» seal of approval from Swiss Climate Ltd. Only companies that adopt a holistic approach to climate protection receive this highest award. Amongst other things, TEXAID strives to constantly reduce the greenhouse gas emissions generated during the collection, sorting and recycling of old textiles in Switzerland – its objective is to cut emissions by 15 percent per ton of processed old clothing by 2020. 

Used items of clothing are valuable goods and the aim is to keep them in circulation for as long as possible. This saves resources and preserves the environment. But what is the environmental impact of collecting, sorting and recycling used textiles? TEXAID commissioned Swiss Climate Ltd. with the task of evaluating the effects. As part of its holistic climate strategy, the first measure taken by the company was to draw up a CO2 balance sheet (ISO 14061-1). The financial year 2013 was taken as the base year. The assessment took into account the jobs of all the employees and their professional activities as well as all the other business operations required for the purposes of professional textile recycling. The result and the previous efforts in the field of holistic environmental protection produced positive balance sheet values, which led to the award of the «CO2 neutral» quality label by Swiss Climate. Verifications were carried out by the Swiss Association for Quality and Management Systems SQS, which is also responsible for making decisions about granting ISO certificates.

15 percent reduction in CO2 by 2020
The largest Swiss textile collection organisation has no intention of resting on its laurels. Instead, the certification obliges TEXAID to implement clearly defined measures that contribute to improving the CO2 footprint. It must also make further investments in internal and/or external projects for reducing CO2. TEXAID is seeking to decrease CO2 emissions in Switzerland per ton of processed old clothing by an ambitious 15 percent by 2020. To compensate its remaining CO2 emissions, TEXAID supports the Çanakkale project in Turkey, thanks to which it even achieves climate neutrality. The project encourages the production of renewable energy by wind turbines in western Turkey. This helps to reduce fossil fuel consumption and to cut down on CO2 emissions. «As one of the leading companies for the collection, sorting and marketing of used textiles throughout Europe, we are clearly acknowledging our responsibility towards the environment, mankind and society. That is why making constant improvements to climate and environmental protection is an integral part of our corporate strategy», comments Martin Böschen, CEO of the TEXAID group.

((Box))
Treating our used clothing with care makes sense when you think that...
…with one kilo of reused clothing, it is possible to save approx. 6,000 litres of water, 3.6 kilos of CO2 and half a kilo of pesticides and fertilisers (Source: University of Copenhagen);
… to produce one t-shirt , approx. 2,000 litres of water are used for cotton production and up to five kilos of CO2 are required during the manufacturing process (Source: ÖKO-TEX 2011 study)

www.texaid.ch




Contact address:
TEXAID Press Office, Media Officer: Lilly Sulzbacher
+41 44 722 20 32, l.sulzbacher@texaid.ch

More information about Swiss Climate can be found at: www.swissclimate.ch
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