[image: ]


MEDIA INFORMATION  ((for free publication))



Active environmental protection in textile recycling
Texaid reduces CO2 emissions

[bookmark: _GoBack]Schattdorf, 31th May 2016 – Things have been happening since Swiss Climate bestowed the Gold Label «CO2 Neutral» award on Texaid Textilverwertungs-AG in April 2015. This is because the award carries with it a commitment to continuously implement effective measures to reduce greenhouse gases. According to the latest data, just a year after the certification Texaid’s work already results in 7.1 percent less CO2 per tonne of collected used textiles. 

Swiss Climate bestowed the Gold Label «CO2 Neutral» on Texaid in April 2015. This is a climate certification that obligates the company to implement clearly defined measures towards improving the CO2 footprint. The aim is to thereby bring down CO2 emissions per tonne of collected used clothes by 15 percent by 2020. Around one year after the climate protection label was awarded, the latest data shows that the Number One company in textile recycling is right on track to achieve this target: In comparison with the base-year survey of 2013, Texaid currently produces 7.1 per cent less CO2 per tonne of collected used textiles.

Energy efficiency begins in day-to-day living
The measures implemented arose from daily practice. Some are linked to investments, others can be realized through environmentally-responsible actions in the daily work process. The standard printing method used is double-sided, and only on environmentally-friendly recycled paper. The red & white Texaid sacks are now partly made using recycling granulate. Where container density permits it, street collections which are both economically and therefore also ecologically inefficient are being superseded. Energy-efficient hand dryers are replacing paper towels, the Texaid headquarters with the sorting facility runs 100 percent on green electricity, and a fast-closing roller shutter door in the sorting hall prevents greater energy loss. In addition, ever since 2007 we have been obtaining energy from a ground water heat pump, which keeps heating oil consumption extremely low. «Environmentally-aware action starts with the small things, and with this in mind we raise our colleagues’ awareness of positive energy effects in their everyday work» is how Michael Emmenegger, Quality and Risk Manager at Texaid, describes the path towards the intended objective: For example by not leaving lights on unnecessarily.
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